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DON RAIDT
MAR 3, 1935 – FEB 9, 2019

Spring, 2008. The Chapter Room is dedicated to Brother Don Raidt.  
Joining him is the entire active chapter, the House Director, and 

eight brothers from the ‘04/’05  pledge class Don personally 
recruited to reinstate Sigma Nu at KU.

DONALD J. RAIDT, Nu 954, our brother most responsible for the reactivation of Nu in 2007, and setting it 
on course for its unprecedented growth and success during the past 12 years, died February 9, 2019, in Kansas City, KS.  

Don pledged Nu in 1953 out of a Kansas City high school.  A curious combination of studious scholastic achievement 
and impish humor, his late-night hosting of bull sessions was legendary during his years at 945 Emery Road (now known 
as 1500 Sigma Nu Place).   After earning several degrees at KU, Don for more than 40 years taught science and medical 
health care courses at several prestigious universities in California and Georgia, while finding time to take his sail boat 
on a number of long, open water crossings.  See TRIBUTE, Page 2
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Jordan Herbert, Nu 2199:  I first met Don Raidt in the living room of my parents’ home doing what he knew best –
recruiting for Sigma Nu. He had traveled from Lawrence to meet me, one of my high school friends, and our parents to 
educate us on the opportunities Sigma Nu held for our future. He was honest about Sigma Nu’s recent troubled past 
but his passion for the future seeped through every word. I was skeptical at first and frankly, I had never thought about 
joining a fraternity. But Don’s continuous efforts and the urging of my family eventually led me to attend a recruitment 
event in Lawrence followed by an open house. Between the alumni and the returning active members who had the 
drive to lead the way for Sigma Nu’s return, I was sold.  See HERBERT, Page 2

John LeRoy, Nu 2209:  The impact of Brother Don Raidt’s contributions to Nu chapter is as profound and lasting as 
the contributions made by Brothers Hopkins, Quarles, and Riley back in 1868.  It was then that our fraternity’s three 
founders suffered the turmoil of the Civil War and the physical harassment that was associated with being a student at 
Virginia Military Institute.  Unwilling to tolerate the hazing from upperclassmen, these men pledged to abolish the 
system of hazing and mistreatment in favor of a system built on Love, Honor, and Truth.  

Not unlike these famed men, Don Raidt played an unprecedented role in rescuing Nu chapter from a state of turmoil 
marked by hazing, negligence, and a demonstrable lack of respect for The Creed of Sigma Nu in 2005.  See LEROY, 
Page 2



TRIBUTE After earning several degrees at KU, Don taught science and medical health courses for more than 40 years at 
prestigious universities in California and Georgia, while finding time to sail his boat on a number of long, open water crossings.

He was at home in Georgia in 2005, about to retire from his teaching post, when he got the call that Nu had formally been 
shut down by KU administrators and the national fraternity office.  That was all he needed to know.  Cancelling plans for an 
around-the-world sail, Don returned to Kansas City and immediately offered his services to get Nu back on its feet and in good 
graces of the university and fraternity.

With the help of many alumni brothers he relentlessly fought and conquered every obstacle in the path of re-activation, 
sacrificing greatly of his time, his financial resources and his health. 

In 2007, with Nu firmly back in its place of honor on the Hill, Don’s alumni and active brothers named the chapter room in his 
honor.  A plaque on the chapter room wall reads:

In grateful recognition of his outstanding leadership and tireless efforts
during the years 2005-07 in restoring Nu Chapter to its position of pre-eminence at the University of Kansas, 

this chapter room from this date forward will be officially known as 
The Donald J. Raidt, Nu 954, Chapter Room  

A most fitting tribute to a brother’s leadership, and a life well lived.

HERBERT Over those first few years, Don became a mentor to many of us, providing guidance and lessons on leadership 
that would resound then and many years into the future. As many mentors do, Don had quite the quirky personality, teaching 
us as much what not to do as what to do. But through it all, you could never question his commitment and his drive to 
provide the best fraternity experience possible. 

While those first few years were far from perfect, we endured through the dedication of many, each led by the tenacity and 
enthusiastic determination of Brother Don Raidt. Where we were in those first years to where we are now is a testament to 
Don’s tireless efforts to create the greatest fraternity experience. And in many ways, we have achieved the vision of Brother 
Raidt. Much gratitude is owed for his faithful service to Sigma Nu.   

LEROY After being evicted from Sigma Nu as a freshman in 2005, I was disappointed, embarrassed, and unmotivated to 
continue the fraternity life.  I was ready to chalk the experience up as an experiment gone wrong.  When I first received 
word that there was an alumnus who was planning on packing up his life in Georgia to relocate to Kansas City with the goal 
of resurrecting Nu chapter, I was confused.  Why would anyone want to make such an enormous commitment to revive 
what was quite literally a dumpster fire?   

I first met Don in the winter of 2005 and was not prepared for the passionate and gregarious “bulldozer” (as he often 
referred to himself) that I was introduced to.  Together with a combination of five of my pledge brothers and two upper 
classmen, we met at J. Alexander’s restaurant, which we all eventually nicknamed “The Club.”  It was the first of many 
lunches and dinners that countless recruits and parents would share with Don as he sold us on his improved vision for 
rebuilding Nu Chapter.  

Don’s passion for Sigma Nu was unmatched, and it was as strong as it was contagious.  It didn’t take long for him to reignite 
my interest in the fraternity life.  His condition that it be done the right way, in the spirit of our original founders, made it all 
the easier for me and many others to get on board.  He worked tirelessly to get the support of the university, the national 
organization, and other significant alumni to make our recolonization, and eventually re-chartering, possible.  For more than 
five years he put his life on hold while he served in a leadership capacity for Nu chapter and helped guide us towards his 
vision of success.  With the recent consecutive Rock Chapter awards in 2016 and 2018, it’s evident that his 2005 vision has
been fully realized.

In our most trying times, Don’s faith for Nu chapter was unshaken.  His sacrifice and contributions unparalleled.   And his 
legacy irreplaceable.  It is fitting that his name will remain honored on the walls of the “Donald J. Raidt Chapter Room” to 
recognize and respect everything he has done for Sigma Nu.  We are eternally grateful for Brother Raidt.
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CLASS OF1967
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Let’s all express our deep appreciation for Brother Raidt with a
tax-deductible gift to the NU Memorial Fund, the Endowed Fund at 
KUEA supporting Nu Chapter members 

BY MAIL:
KU Endowment Association
ATTN: Whitney Escalante
P.O. Box 928
Lawrence, KS  66044-0928
Memo: SIGMA NU FUND #42325

ONLINE:
KUENDOWMENT.ORG/GIVENOW

UNDER “MY GIFT WILL BENEFIT”:
SIGMA NU FUND #42325
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NU 2500 CELEBRATION 
DRAWS RECORD ATTENDANCE 

Celebrating the milestone of initiating its 2,500th knight in 135 years, Nu Chapter hosted a 
special alumni celebration on Saturday, January 26 as part of the Class of 2019 Initiation.  
Sixty alums from across the country made the trip to Lawrence to share in this special event 
in our chapter’s long history.  Alums, actives, parents, and special guests also enjoyed a 
delicious BBQ lunch, house tours, a Rock Chalk Revue preview, and ultimately gathered at 
the original Johnny’s bar to watch the Jayhawks battle, and ultimately succumb, to the 
Kentucky Wildcats.  

Twenty alums attending the
celebration received 50 Year 
alumni pins.  

Many thanks to the Mom’s Club
members for assistance with 
logistics and womanpower.
MOMS ROCK!!
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NU CHAPTER SCRAPBOOK
RETURNS HOME 

A week or two prior to Christmas, a package arrived 

at the house.  It was from Jane Bentley, a lady in 

San Diego.  In it was a photo album from Nu Chapter 

in 1884.  A note included with the album explained 
that she had acquired the album from a neighbor, 

David Piker, who had passed away several years ago.  

Mr. Piker asked Ms. Bentley to send the album to us.  
There is no record of David Piker as a member of Nu 

Chapter, however, he may have been a member of 
another chapter.  There was no explanation as to how Mr. Piker gained 

possession of the album.

The album was originally presented to Perlee Rawson Bennett (Nu 0003) 

from the other members of the charter class of Nu Chapter.  There are 
photos of the initiates 1 – 15 plus eleven others.  One photo is missing and 

there is a photo with no identification.  It’s unknown if they belong together.

Thanks to the generosity of Bob Matekja (Nu 1245), the album was taken to 
an art restoration company in Overland Park, KS.  The leather cover was 

cleaned, the duct tape removed and the hole in the spine was repaired.  A 

document specialist removed all the cellophane tape from the pages and 
cleaned them.  An archival box was obtained for storage of the album so that 

it will be protected from light and acids that are in regular boxes.

For the time being, the album will be kept in Mama T’s (House Director) 

apartment for security.  It is hoped that it can be displayed, along with other 
archives, in the public portion of the house.  For now, however, its security 

is paramount.

by Steve Moon, Nu 1257
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academics

Nu Chapter continued its legacy of academic success, finishing 
the 2018 Fall semester with a 3.30 GPA.   Sigma Nu tied for third 
on the Hill and strives to improve that GPA for the Spring 
semester and coming year.

athletics

recruitment

Nu Chapter is currently hard at work finding suitable candidates for the next 
school year with a total of 32 bids made and 18 accepted so far. We welcome
alumni recommendations for next year or any following years.  Please share them 
with us at ku.signu.alumni@gmail.com. 

by Alumni Contact Officer Sam Reinig, Nu 2500.  samreinig063@gmail.com

rock chalk revue

This year Nu Chapter performed in Rock Chalk Revue for the second 
year in a row, partnering with Chi Omega.  Directors Wyatt Tourtillott, 
Max Meininger, and Maximo Umali organized and planned the show.  
The 50 member cast rehearsed every day for multiple months in the 
lead up to the performance weekend. The directors not only planned 
and ran the show but also raised the most funds for the Boys and 
Girls Club of Lawrence,  this year’s official charity of RCR, earning 
Sigma Nu and Chi Omega the prestigious Community Service Award. 

Alums treated the entire house to a ”Break a Leg!” Rock Chalk Revue
brunch on the Saturday morning  of the final performance.  THANK YOU, ALUMS!

In intramural sports, Sigma Nu reached the finals in indoor soccer.   We went almost undefeated in intramural flag 
football before, unfortunately, being knocked off in playoffs.  Currently, the outdoor soccer team has been playing very 
well and the slow-pitch softball team has won its first three games through mercy rules (outscoring the opponent to the 
point that the game is called early).  GO KNIGHTS!

campus leadership

Virtually every member is active in at least one, often several, campus and/or community organizations.  Sigma Nu is 
particularly well represented with:
• Natural Ties, building 1-on-1 friendships with Lawrence residents with developmental disabilities
• KU Club Sports: Rugby, Volleyball, and Lacrosse
• Interfraternity Council:  Kyle Svoboda currently serves as IFC President
• Student Senate, Student Alumni Association, Engineers Without Borders 
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SAMUEL REINIG #2500
HONOR INITIATE

COLE PETRI #2487

COLIN HARMON #2488

SAMMY REBECK #2489

RESER HALL #2490

MICHAEL REHKOP #2491

LUKE BEATTY #2492

MATTHEW TEAHAN #2493

RYAN COTE #2494

CODY ENGLISH #2495

PRESTON FRAZIER #2496

BEN SMITH #2497

MICHAEL DAVIDSON #2498

CAMERON REAM #2499

COLE CHALMERS #2501

LUKE RATZLAFF #2502

REID BRUNSWIG #2503

CALEB KRAKOW #2504

BRENT ALFARO #2505

J.D. BICKLEY #2506

NU CHAPTER

JANUARY 26, 2019

CLASS OF

2019

FALL 2018

INITIATION, JAN. 26, 2019


